
NATIONAL INTELLIGENCER.

THE DEFENCE OF FORT HARBISON.

Our readers have often, we presume, observed
in the public prints references to the defence of
for! Harri»on, in the year 1812, by Cenernl (then
Captain) 'i'/*ylok, and may have seen some brief
account* of tin- particulars of that remarkable
.reut; but we have ourselves met with no account

of it i-o lull as one which we have lately found in
a Kentucky paper, and now subjoin. The descrip¬
tion of an exploit of such unsurpassed heroism,
which foreshadowed those high military attri¬
butes which have been so gloriously developed in
the subsequent career of the then youthful soldier,
aud which have conferred on him the title of " one

who never surrenders," will doubtless be perused
with deep interest bv all our readers. In the midst
of the appalling scenes lu-re narrated, which would
have tilled with dismay, if not despair, the heart of
almost an> other man, the young Captain said of
himself, in d.'#-ri!)ing them, " I never for one ino-

men* lost my p.ewnce of mind." It is this* rare

presence cf mind, offspring of the highest courage,
which constitute* one of the most striking features
iu G"n. Taylor's character, and one of the chief
demerits oi his wonderful achievements.

lunr thr riiikroiT " com*oxwe hth."
Tn« Tmtimovt or ax Ou> Soliiifu..The following

letter, addressed to lio\. LrfTcatu, has been handed to us tor

puincation The writer in an old soldier, a citizen of Owen
county, uu! a plain old gentleman of the old school. Ho
know* Old 7.4i k ; lia* known him from his boyhood. Let
the jvuiu upetaru who are so ready to disparage Gen. Tat-
toa give place to the writer ot thit letter .

Niw Libcbtt, rttemher 26, 1848.
Di.tR hi* In a conversation with you on the subject of

the |«ndiOg Praaidenual election, 1 raeutioiied that I had
fotmtJ an acquaintance with Gen. Taylor in the fall of lsli,
immfiialely alter his metuorable defence of Fort Harrison.
At>ur requ«*t I irjst willingly communicate my recollections
¦t :hat peisloua conifict with his savage besieuers. In older to

male plain the prominent incidents of that scene of horror, niul
to ti.om tfiai nothing le«. than the cool firmness and indomtta-
11* c .nr-4i» of such a man as Capt. Taylor, could successiully
I) ive mat such an emergency, will require muro space than
you h*d anticipated. Hut I will condense as much as possible.

< af t. Ta> lor was left in :oium&nd of this ha»tily-construct-
*d ton by Guv. Harrison, after the brttle of Tippecanoe, in
1*11. It was *ttnatad oa the Wabash river, about seventy-
tite abote Y inccnnes, iu a central position for attack
froi.i all th- Iudiai forces ou the IHinoia, Indiana, and Michi¬
gan frontier.. Ii beom.ne a barrier to their meditated massacre

of not or.;* the fro; tier in'iabitanta, but eeperially.of the cili-
u * of \ UK^COM, tbt« king the residence of Gov. Harriaon,
who was particularly the d.ject of their vengeance; bonce
their deteriiiinaiion toicdure the placc and slaughter the brar-
rtauu. Fo- several d*y* previous to the attack sruall parties
would approach ihc fort, under toe guise of friendship and for
|*jrpo# > of lr;t.le. 1 Capt. Taylor was too v/cll acquainted
With he Ii.di tn character to be deceived by their a?»iiiuiiirs,
<" mw**ke their ulterior object. He would not ad.nii them
into the fort under *ny of their pretences. At let gih, wearied
wi'h thei' etisuceaafal re*,rta to «,ratagem, thev resolved to

concentrate their !o-c«w (about leven hundred) and make a

b>'d attack. after 1C o'clock, ou a durk ni.^ht, they
succeeded iu .-tung fire to thn lower blockhouse near tLc
river, wh.-t . oiiUiried the contractor's atari s. This was ei-

le. test »nh ihe greatest secrecy ; not a yell or a gun announc¬
ed their pre*. ;ce until their hellish pur, oae, as they supposed,
wa- i>*ar i» coir.pl.shment. The amine* discovered the
fire too lae i jt it« extinguishment, the combustiblo materia a

ujs.n mliKt r «a. acting (whiskey, bacon, pork, flour, &c.)
<. re instouti u. IIjim., and corimun eating their devouring
ierr rs unl* row <»f t uildings above,« bich coas'ituted tho lino
ot o»-irijc> uert fc> tS» river, eoosistiag of Iwi.-rarks, hospiuil,
Ae. At litis awful i.i .ment the )citing of ihe Indians the
t>nr< luttUbg dirt W^eol theu gun-, act jmpamed by th,- burst-
m« ot whisaej t-a»**U, aud the hcreajis of ae»er»| Wocionwho
had taken "better in the lort, made **ery heart quake, save

»h»i 4 Taylor and his Uava hoapiul surges. Dr. Clarke.
At tbrf critK 1 sti<i f artul tnoroent Taylor directed Dr. f "larke,
w.tti tat »wo intreptu aoldiera, «o a^-oajid the banung roof
and tear off t'ie >sros, while him-^lf ant! ih«* ihat were able
.!rew Wa'er fr x* u ilcep well and conveyed it to others above,
by .hieb ntea us, after tha nisi exhaustii.g toil, ihey surced-
ei in *u sluing ine further p<ogres* of the datue.. [u tlw
ii» a.i tiase, the NaUiag c.wiuining tb« oin'rartor's stores and
tbe adjot«,iug picket - wet burnt down, leaving a t^oJ of brands,
coal., and a iJerv, b^ate.1 as though just vomited from the
hosre'- <4 Ltna, i»»e Integers » ill yllmg anJ liriug like in-
leruat daaiiba. i ht ready gentua id Taybr imnwdiately a*t

to vtork |ti.lirg down tbe ,;uardhou.e and a sergeant's quar¬
ters far lusto Isis to forru a "einpofary breast w(,-k across the
consumed angle, to secure him from an immediate aaaa>ili
through the ..reach. Ami 1st the greatest consternation and
.nor ot ,h« a,er« two o« tbe inorf abk- bodieJ men in the
garnoo U,,,d tron. the r,Mrka<ng ai,d made their escape t<
t ineenue,. T» eir demenptiou ot Uie asaault and the furv of

|be lUjwt at tb. mcweni o» their departure appalled e ery
* ' "Jayiormri his m,n are m.-^ed

and tbe Indiana wik be down on us ! What (ball be doi.e
Tbe E.guth Kentucky Ke« met.t then lying a; V.ncennes

' n-'Tr<* with some Unite,! Stat*
rangers, a«*rr Col. RusseH. The whole were organized as

-V ^ Ku~e"i,l.,ed hansel, at ttmr-head,
for tbe relief of the ga.nson , snd Judge Parko (who was in
romiuantl ot .>¦». cava!ry) ae|er:«d ]U ,|ke
hitnM.il, I raved . very danger, ai.J approached neai enough to
IU fort K. ascertain that its colors *-we still fly.ng a' the tot.
ot tb' «ali mast to whkh they were attached. The Tndiai s

wfre «ul! Leveling round tbe fort, though thev had r. a..<t «<.-
U«e o|«rati>jns against it. fp-w! the roceripi of this intelh-
gvr.ee Co|. Hasaeli immcdiatelv put in motion tjn- t,®.,*
amouatit^ to near tvseUe h-md-ed rnen, and with rautioui
eek -ity reach- J tin fort in leas than four day«. The Indian-
b-i retired upon itf«eU's ipproach. leaving t«hind item <Im-
sad rvi.tencea .4 their n^ditaied cruelty and aavage fjroritv
*« u cannot wei ima«n<e any thing like tbe ptctu e of tb«
¦eene vben we sinvrd at the gate U the fnt. Capt. Taylor
rwt u. ».J« a p.lr emaria**)' fa.e, rroent , cknem a/«i
hardship, l.ut up.w \.. iroMe broer rat the cacitoace,,. y
th« l-fo and eodier, and »hi«e We t<ok him by the ,iand the

«>.g I ar »«ole ssWit.y down his iMfily tbeek I can freer

thri rm*' ^ »; Wt on tnai s .law. wrrawn*.
IW »yd. garlic, e0M«t«d ^u, t H«ly-fi.r ,ttr. v»<l mimt,
W'"i*« »»"i fbi i.ee, twr»ttanls oi wh .in w#re un tb« strk
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ri resistible. It u ft great picce of folly, u> 1 I look upon the
efloit wilt; astonishment, that some new^p*per scribblers, stump
orator*, street-comer gabblers, and bar room politician* ate try¬
ing to impress the country with the opinion that Gen. 'l ay-
lor wants all the qualifications necessary to make a good Pre¬
sident. Sir, the contiury ia the tact. He is free, and baa al¬
ways been, from the school e>f intrigue and political manager
merit. I'osseasing a strong, intelligent, discriminating mind,
cultivated by a regular course of studious habits and untiring
industry, the whole built upon And sustained (not upon a plat-1
I'oriu of principles preseiibed by other men) by a spotless repu¬
tation, flowing from integrity of purpose, honesty of heart, and
pure love of country. Those arc lien. Taylor's qualifications;
they are above all price.

1 have thus, in a very cursory arid hasty manner, thrown
together my thoughts and personal feelings about Gen. 'i'ay-
lor; ih»-y are not hearsay evidences of hia character ; but are

drawn iioni my personal knowledge of the man.
Most rtspectfully, sir, your obedient servant,

THOS. 8. WINOATE.
Hon. K. P. Lktcheb, Ex-Govertmr of Kentucky.

A» un appropriate uppenilage to the above inter-

eating narrative, we insert from the New York
Courier and Enquirer the subjoined article on the
great battle of Jinena f 'ista, which presents some

interesting views on that crowning glory of the
illustrious old Chief's military exploits :

Tiie U.ittle or Bi^kna Vista-.The Democratic Review
is unquestionably entitled to the notoriety of being the first

boldly and recklessly to deny to General Taylor the
orediiof the bottle of Buena Vista ; and, if the esider.ee were

required of tlw utter hopelessness of the Locoloco cause, it
would be apparent in this act of desperation. That "those
whom the gods wish to destroy they first make mau" is a

Latin adage older than Christianity itself, and was doubtless ]
based upon an intimate knowledge of human nature. In all
ages reckless and unprincipled men, in the spirit of deflora¬
tion, commit acta of madness and apparent insanity which
produce the very results which they deprecate, and but for which
there might have been a hope at least of averting their im¬

pending fate. Hence the declaration Ifurm thus, &c. of the
ancients ; and it is but an illustration of this tmit in the cha¬
racter of t'ue desperately reckless and unprincipled partisan
that we tind an atteinp> made to withhold from Gen. Taylou
the richly-meri'ed honors of tL# battle of Buena Vista.
So far as such a preposterous assault upon the claim of the

old Hero to the nation's gratitude can affect the public mind,
it is beucath contempt. If the Democratic Review worn to

chaigo to morrow that Washihbtok was in no way in tru-
niental in achieving our independence, the declaration would
lie as true as i» its declaration that Gen. Taylor did not win
the battle >>( iiueca Vista ; and, what is more, the one decla-
ration would have quite as much weight with thu people of
the United States as will the other. History telk us that the
fiiends of JcrrittHOjr, in his day, did not hesitate to assail the
character'and the fame of Washixotoji ; but the people pro
tectcd both. In like manner those who profe-s to be the fol¬
lowers of Ji mnsoi new assail the character and the lame
of Zachahy Tatloh ; but, an in the early days of the repub¬
lic, the people wiil protect both from the reckless and unprin¬
cipled assuulu of interested partisans. If the Father of his
Country, in his day, could not escape the assaults of unscru¬

pulous demagogues, why should Zachary Tailor expect
that their deicendarts will permit him to pass unscathed ? It
is as natural that they should assail modest virtue and sterling
patriotism as ih it " the tree should bear fruit alter its kind
and it is equally natural that an honest and intelligent people
should rise in th>.ir majesty and indignantly rebuke tho.-e who
would disgrace them in the it own estimation, by making them
ungrateful to a public benefactor.

In the fearful situation of Gen. Taylor, with a force' of'
mure than twenty thousand regular and well-disciplined troups
assailing hit' f >ur tbousind volunteers and only (our hundred
and fifty rebuilt*, General Wont., or Captain Braoc., or any
commandant of "a regiment might have lot-t him the victory ;

but no one of them jould achieve it for him. To succeed, it

wa* absoiutt !y necessary that all should do their duty ; and it
was equally ne e sary that the chief should know w/uit that
duty was, at J when and tchirr, it was to be performed, and
give bi3 orders accordingly. Beyond all doubt Capt. Biagg's
ar'illery, in t'ie last critical onslaught of the enemy, secured
to us the triuii'ph. But wbo ordered that battery to open when
and where it did, unsupported, aud with a full knowledge
that if the ener.iy were not repulsed the battle must be lost *I
When Gen. Taylor was told that to " form battery" when
and where he d!d was to run tho risk of losing the guns, his
reply was "and if tue battery be not formed here instantly,
and the enemy checked, we will not only lose the guns, bu.
the battle also !" If, then, the battle of Buena Vista could
bj claimed for any suboriltmte, Capt. Bragg probably could
exhibit the best special claim, bocauae it was hia battery which
arrest«d the enemy in his last charge. Wool nobly did his
duly wherever it was hi< fortune to be : and so did Br.tgg aod
Belknap,and every chief a.id nearly every soldier ; and it wns
became all did their duty in every pat of the field, and bo-
cau-e Taj lor was every where, po ntiog out what that duty
w is, and how and where to be performed ; and, above all, it
was because he had won the heart.' and possessed the entire confi¬
dence of his men, and because his presence gave them the as¬

surance of victory, that he was enabled to triumpL ngain.it the
fearful odds arrayed against him.

Iu connexion with this subject, we republish from the
Courier and Eni/uirrr of the 11th May, 1847, the following
remarks. They were the result of reflec'iou when ail the
events of the Iwttle were fresh in the rocollecion of the whole j
country ; und we may a<U that the conclusions arrived at in
these remarks, were so much in accordance with tho public
s<mtinen' at the time, thst nine-tenths of the paper* ii, the
l.nited iStates, republished and endorsed what we wrote, ac-

comptmicd generally, with complimentary remarks to the
writer. Many of thoee very presses, now that (ten. Taylor
is the candidate for the Presidency, are loaning themselves to
the vi'e rlander that another is entitled to the credit of the
battle of Buena Vista !

»ao%t thi cor«ir.a ajtii >it«ni» or mat 11.
" fur Battle or Hierri Goaro..-We were made acci-

dentally to my yesterday, tb«r this ma'to be the in'mf brU-\liaut affur of the war. Not so. Gen. Scott accomplishedall that .Napoleon or Wellington couk! have accomplished
1 under sirr>il»r (.rcuusUnr-,; and so at Verm Cruz. Butj those stfurs cannot be compared to Hurno ' is/a. That win,
sit i^toer, ¦ very different concern, end offered an opportoni-ty 'or distinction which very larely occur* in whole centuries

I of war. MemUttu, Vera Crur, and /Htm. Gtrdv, are ofthe
niw - law of batttos -where the vctors di<l al! that in« n conld
arcrnpli^h.sli U>at c.ir< umfttan. e« would perm:U But Hiuna
Villi is sr oilier Maraih. n ; it is .»«' grnerl».\\ sUnds alone
sinottg tSe many wonderful defences wl ich history records ;and, ia all human probability, centuries may e|ap«: withoutI an Ofip-wtnuta (Artng for au-h another signal tnumph. We

| l«-.* an vwn for any »hng >4 '.he kind in the Ut'lea of the Ke-
\oluti«»r>, or t * war of Uti ; and even Ruiopcau historyo'fera n uliinj n>|#rior, U there be any thing equal to it.

i ..Hut, *ays a correspondent. General fcott, had he heenthsn, w.>U have aecom|>l«shed the same gr«mt v»nr';. "N ,t
«oii. our ;u«ifn*nt. (ienerai Srott would nobly have d ine
*1*" 1 l"1 If Uer^l Taylor could hate miile
ttiai ure w»»v»a.* tue the gallant acbievi nenu

"* » laPabna, arid Monterey. TlM-re !ny
j the sr »rt iif 1 tutor's "/on, He (>osia«ris 'be ext-a<>rdi-
nar* p nsr»». . seUo-n npon rnai, of inspiring bis
*'!"'.**M' "** ro"*'hat where he ,. d«<e«t mi impooihle.T e rnb .». r MVim^H* « ben Snpjrfm was in tl.e tieU,neMi^-r h s Knsssai >a npwiwi It was only neera««ry ?<»
kn'im tkst *.e " l.iitie t ffmT wu in Ihe Sgbt, to si the
ram to e*kut«tw4| «i u-hut 4<a»r ti»e victory wouM Ire. <v.!ii |A».d s> s »i. al /!»'»«i I fin The veteran atsl geliaot
| ah 'hat «e.at o» «n , m.-u, euu!<* have ilono ,n thP
*.*'* »**' «»av i #wd y»i when Taylor came .m tlie
tf .1 i wt>~ actually giving way to the overwbeln.tr,.
. ..¦lo r ut tk- i tr The mere pw»n<* of General Taylor,h«w«ss i. t*.r w4 Uaa tuce,.! ot r»ni.«, srxl gnve us vinory in*
.Ma 1.4 «etr.' Tlw .' l.itfa C.^oral" was on the g«oJt.ia-ei t ia s.4rtt*r> t's^ght le* more at at.I KtU Is'Wri <4 flmas Iii.'a; and all who retd it]in wsis that e»e«. I«#ue*al ':'sv! net hawe ibat gUvum* f«eM but for his f>rr~i us 'if'^iu i,

j H« ifme tisnan'il rauM have <en |m on that M I1 rJ ha «*as«i n f»«t e.m<«4 the ernnnry with tl<H\, I
I ml whait to bnd (wew*4y umaylashed

.. Ms nfsst, iwrat sa, that Ma surcaas at Hwnn I If .
MMly aaHit^WaNe U. >he fact ./ Lis poia^n tt,e M r:, .r Ii
nf y ^«nh" .« I'afarain bis men with a . <mb<b i, .. i Mjr
omm which a4asta af ixa <la*a*l, and which has ao rarely l*vnmmms^ bv arnm . a«il wa intend no disraa|«e< to otheu when
we say UN* s ih* only mm, bviag whoeonl I have w>n that.avkiei. is tefUeily «<«'iaut any fiarallcl in mot'ern hi <

IM, md whKh, In all basaan prolmbiuty, will stand i^.latadand si jssa aai the [of if histury for evnturias to rome." I
Wha< seaa Isi.m1 vutb then, is, we a;if.reh"nd, no lesa

ha«onralljr trwe turn Then it was a-lmitted m all hand*
that Wgoi, a^l >11 his gal«nt aasouates, were Uleradj over-

powered by number*, when General Taylor arrived from
Saltillo. And well doca Captain Bragg, in a late speech,
describe that scene. We annex an extract from his remarks:
" To the General-in-chitf his acknowledgment* were es¬

pecially due. He inspired the whole army with valor and
confidence by hi* presence, not only atBuenn Vista, but from
the opening of the war on the Rio Grande. It is almost im¬
possible for you, gentlemen, (he said,) to understand the cha¬
racter of that man as a commander of an army. There is a
resolution, a firmness, a determination in his manner aud in
his purposes that go a great way in leading men to victory."

..The battle was fought; you know the result; but you
never can know the influence thai the presence of Hen. lay-tar hud upon the army. He alone, so it has seemed to me,
could have inspired, by a presence, every soldier in the army
as the volunteers were inspired. The confidence in him was

complete. He hail commanded volunteers before, and had
haen successful with them. He had never surrendered. He
bud never been whipped, and the idea got abroad that he
never could be. When mon<jeuvering my pieces athwart the
gullies.I cite this as an example of that confidence.I caw
clouds of dust about two miles from rue. I was painfully
unxiona. 1 thought Gen. JVIinon had LUen on our rear and
attacked our depots, and to meet him was my first thought.
A man came galloping up through the dust into sijjht scream¬
ing, . Old Zuck is coining.'' Every soldier gave iuvoluntary
utterance to his teelings. Old Xack came, and in fifteen
minutes theHide of battle turned. Four thousand five hun¬
dred men lepulsed twenty thousand ; and to the influence of
that presence, under God, I think I am alive here to dine
with you to-day."
Of Gen. Tatlo«'» modesty there can be no question. The

universal admiration excited by hi* public despatches, both in
Europe and America, is attributable ma>idy to their unpre¬
tending modest style, and the absence of any thing like selt-
piaise ; and yet, in a recent speech, when forced to refer to
the ba.tle of Buena Vista, he thus si>eaka :

"The battle of Bucna Vista, under the circumstances un¬
der which it was fought, was one of the most trying occa¬
sions in which a soldier can be placed. I may say, indeed,
that I fought that bcllle with a h-titer alM'- ">!/ ««*.. 1
had been advised to fall bick and occupy Monterey, which,
:ig I before f'.ated, I declined, and had I been unsuccessful
that udvice would have been brought up in judgrrent against
me. I declined that advice because I believed the result
would have been as disastrous us a defeat."

Jlut, great as were the achievements of 'jew. Taylor upon
the field of Hitena Vista, we must look to the events which
preceded the battle for the imperishable glory won for our

amis on that occasion. We must look at him poring over

his instructions from Washington advising his retreat upon
Monterey, the effect ot which he thus describes:
" Had I fallen back to Monterey the whole country about

me, upon which 1 was greatly dependant for forage, would
have flown tj arms. Once confined in Monterey, the volun¬
teers, to sav nothing of the effects of the retreat upon them,
would hsve become sickly and dispirited, and deprived of all
means of obtaining supplies, and particularly forage, I should
soon have not had a drngoon or artillery horsj in my com¬
mand, and, therefore, would have been compelled ultimately
to surrender, unless the siege could have been raised by the
return of Gen. Scott from Vera Cruz, with the troaps under
his command.
"The battle of Buenu Vista was fought on oar side by

about 450 regular troops and something upwards of 4,000
volunteers, while they were jppoeed by at least 20,000 of the
enemy ; and had we lost the day Ifeel that the whole respon¬sibility of the misfortune would have fallen on my shrntl-
dtr*. Yet I do not wish here to cenauie those who placed us
in that critical situation.whether they deserve blame or not
I leave it tor others to determine. Those who had control
over my fate in this transactioT may have friends here present,
in whose opinion I would not harm them. For my own partI am *ati»fied to hope and believe that it was all the result of
accident rather than of design on their part.'

Here were the reflections of the statesman and the general;
heir the evidence of that superior intellect which qualifies
him to guide the destinies of a ration. He is no common
rann ; no mere soldier, blindly obeying a far-distant power;
no machine, passively yielding to the impulses of brute force.
On ttio contrary, he looked into the future and calculated re¬

sults to hiwelf, to his army, and to the whjle nation, and
then acted accordingly. Bat his modesty does not permit
him to tell the whole story of his military foresight and stra-
tegy ; and we therefore may add here a fact recited to us by
our friend, Col. (now Gen.) Belknap, In*|>ector General at
the battle of Buena VisU, and during the wLole campaign
ou the Rio Grande.
"We all expected," says Gen. Belknap, " to give Santa

Anna 'mule at Agua Nueva, or in it* immediate vicinity; but
Ger. Ta> lor kept his own counsels. On the .morning of the
21st, however, orders were given to fall back to Bueoa Vista,
when Gen. Taylor thus explainml to me his views. 'We
know,' s;<id he, 'that Santa Anna is short of provisions ; he
knows precisely our position, and he expects to tight us this
afternoon. This morning, therefore, he will probably give to
his soldiers all hia remaining rations, promising them a sup¬
per from our stores. Now, then, we will fall b&ck to Buena
Vista, where 1 always intended to give him battle. He will
arrive here to-night with his men tired and hongrv; and to¬
morrow they must make a hard day's march and tight us upon
empty s'oiuachf, and thus lessen the enormous dispa'ity be¬
tween our forces.' We moved accordingly," adJed Gen.
Belknap, " and to the foresight and strategy of Gen. Taylor,
as well as to his indomitable coolness and daring on the field
of tattle, is measurably attributable our unparalleled victory."

And every military man will at once perceive the incalcu¬
lable value of this foresight and admirable general*!,ip on the
part of General Taylor. Considering the fearful od ls arrayed
against him, the omission of thi.s piece of strategy, or indeed
any omission whatever, either belorc or during the battle,
would have ensured defeat t while to have obeyed blindly the
orders of the War Department, and to have shut himself up in
Monterey, would have been t > cover himself and the country
with disgrace, and to have procrastinated the war until tbia
time. To him, and to him alone, as the chief, is due the cre¬

dit of the glorious victory of Ruena Vista. All under him
nobly, gallantly, gloriously did their duty ; but all would not
have availed if "Old Zack" had not commanded.

Majccfactcre or Gab from Water..Wc were much
pleased with a des.riptive lecture, at the Polytechnic Institu¬
tion, accompanied by a working model of a new hydrwarbon
gas apparatus, patented by Mr. Stephen White, for tha manu¬
facture of gas from water r\nd common tar or resin, Ac. 'rhe
invention appears to be a very valuable one, and was »bly ex-

plained in its various points by Dr. Ryan, the able coadjutor
of Mr. Isham Bsggs at this institution. The apparatus con¬
sists of three retorts placed in a stove, two of which are filled
with charcoal and thin pieces of iron, and the other with iron
chains banging from a centre bar. The two first retorts are
»>r 'he deeoin|«oeition of water, Which is regularly supplied by
means of a syphon-pipe, passing through and into the centre
of the retort j the water, in pas'iug through the heated ma-

terial, becomes converted in pure hydrogen and pe-oxide of
carbon. It then passes into the third retort, to receive itsdose
of bi-carburet of hydrogen, which is prepared from common
tar, or melted resin, or similar substances pas uig or dropping
on the red hot chain, from a syphon tul>e, which regulates it*
supply. This causes the tar, oi melted resin, to throw offan |abundance of bi-carburet of hydrogen gas. The gases being
mixed in thin manner are imrnediately conveyed into the gas¬
ometer for use, without any purifying vessel* whatever, none
leing required. The great advantages arising from this in-
vention appear to be ^he small, simple, and cheap apparatus
required, and the beauiiful, clesr, and bright light produced,
surpassing the ordinary coal gas j also, its perfect purity, being
free from any nuisance in its manufacture, and above ail, so

pure and innoxious, that it may be bjrnt in any private room
without the least ill effects or smoke resulting Irom it. The
apparatus may bo used, and the gas mode, in sn> private man-

rtors, churche*, or msnufsctories, and on any scale, from r> to !
1,000 lights or more, ns well fir cities and towns. Asa
anitary measure it cannot l>e too highly appreciated, when
we consider the thousands wiio inln.lc the poisonous fames,
consis'ing of sulphuric scid, sulphurous acid gas, ammonia,
Ac., given off by ordinary coal ga«, rot only affecting the
health of a mass of individuals, but injuring the goods of
jewellers, silversmiths, and drapers, boons, prints, pictures,
turniture, and a variety of other articles. This gss can be
made and supplied at a price considerably less than that of
coal gss. Thus we see arcomplished the foretelling of that
irninent chemist and philosopher, the late Sir Humphrey
Davy, " thai st some future time gas would be generated from
water'for general purposes, surpassing coal gas in brilliancy
and purity ". London Min. Jour.

" I think that every Christian citiaen is under obligation
to vote in every case where a public officer ia to be chosen.
The happiness and virtue of the community, no less than the

security of property, depends greatly on the character of the
magistracy. If I am injured in person or property by a

wicked public officer, 1 have a right to complain of my fel-
low-citizens who gave him authority over me, or who,
when it was in their power, did not prevent his election. A
Christian in this country, above all others, has a duty to per-
f,,rrn in .this matter, and he disobeys the commandment in th«
unt if he does not perform i\.".J'ruidcnt Wayland.

COMMUNICATIONS.
Ukioxtowb, PiimnvilU) Uctobeu 17, 1848.

Gestlkmish : A friend al Washington has just sent 1110 a

pamphlet of wxteen pages, printed and circulatod 44 under
authority of the National and Jaclwon Democratic Associa-
tion Committee" at Washington, entitled "A Refutation of
Andrew Stewart's fabrications against Lewis Cass. 1 his
pamphlet, it seems, is copied from the "Union," where it
originally appeared as editorial.

I feel myself constrained to notice this extraordinary pam¬
phlet, not so much in self vindication as in defence of Gen.
Tatloh against the most gross, deliberate, and wilful false¬
hood ever invented or utteied against any man in any age of
the world, and which when exposed cannot fail to i«»ct with
ovciwhelming tiled upon the authors and their cause. Some
idea of the character of this pamphlet may be formed from the
fact that its first page contains no less than fourteen deliberate
falsehoods and misrepresentations of records.some of which
I shall directly proceed to point out and expose. Hut, first
a few words in regard to General Case's extra pay as Gover¬
nor of Michigan. This I have said amounted to $64,865.40,
but Mr. Ritchie and his committee say " we make the wliolo
amount $63,990.46 " the difference, being only $875, is nol
worth disputing about. Of this sum they say " only about
$17,035.90 was for compensation which went into General
Cass's private pocket, the balance being for expenses actually
incurred."
Now to show how utterly unfounded this suggestion is, it

is only necessary to refer to the sixteenth page of Mr. Polk's
message of the 11th of August las;, where Mr. John M. Mc-
Calla himself shows that (he wboli; amount actually expended
by Gov. Cass for office rent, fuel, quarters, clerk hire, house-
rent, wood, rent of council cha.nber, rations for Indians,
Jrc. amounted, during the first eight years of his official term,
to only $2,162.30, being less than $271 a year, which Gen.
Cass regularly charged to the Government, and which was as

regularly repaid to him.
In 1821, eight years after Gov. Ca-is's appointment, he

made a general charge against the Government of $1,500 a

year for fuel, office rent, &c., and $730 for rations.making
$2,230 a year for the whole eight years, from which the $271
a year actually disbursed and repaid to Gen. Cass was de¬
ducted, as stated by Mr. McCalla, p. 16, thus.
"Eight years at$l,500 $12,000 00
2920 days, at ten rations per day, at 20cents.... 5,840 00

17,840 00
From which is deducted....- 1,276 33

Being a j>art of the above sum of $2,162.30 re¬
ceived by Gov. Cash from the United -States
during the eight years aforesaid, and leaving a

balanceof 16,563 67
clear profits, which went into "Gov. Cass'.'* private pocket,"
and which he continued to receive with $770 ayear additional
for ten years, until he was appointed Secretary of War in 1831,
amounting, with $12,000 of other extras, to $63,990.10, as

admitted by Messrs. Ritchie & Co. To which add the
$2,162.33 previously received by Gov. Cass for his actual dis¬
bursements, i-.aking an aggregate of $6'!, 152.79 received over
and above his legal salary, and without the authority or sanc¬

tion of law.
During the whole eighteen years that Gen. Cass held tho

office of Governor of Michigan no application was ever made
to Congress to sauition these enormous ^xira charges by an

appropriation to pay them, but the whole was taken .out of
the appropriations made for the Indians. Congress having,
however, in some way discovered these abuses in 1821, re¬

stricted these appropriations to their legitimate objects. In
consequence of which Mr. Calhoun, then Secretary of War,
addressed the following letter to Mr. Cass, dated the 29:h of
May, 1822 :
" In consequence of the temper manifested in Congress, at

the late ses<ion, in relation to allowances made to Governors
of Territories it superintendents of Indian affa'rs, and also of
the reduced appropriation which has been made for the Indian
Department, it is deemed advisable to reduce thoee allowances.
The ten rations per day which formed a part of the allowance
to you will be accordingly discontinued, and the allowance of
$1,500 only for c'ork hire, office rent, &c. will be continued
from the last settlement."

Strange as it may seem, from the date of this letter, in'ended
to restrict Gov. Caas to $ 1,500 n year, he niaraged to receivc |
$3,000, instead of $1,500, from that time up to the end of
his service in 1831. It was managed in this way. He ac¬

quiesced iii this decisiou, and receiver! his $l,5<>0 n year for
about seven years, then in 1828, a favorable opportunity offer¬
ing, he brought forward -another claim of $1,500 a year for
services alleged to have been rendered lieyond ihe territorial
limits of Michigan, which he ruu lick to the time Lis rations
were stopped by Mr. Calhoun in 1822, and which he con-

tinued to receive, with his other $1,500 extra salary, up to
the time he went into the War Office in 1831. So that his
extra ulljwances, instead of being reduced as was intended by
Mr. Calhoen, to $1,500, were a- tually increased to *3,000 a

year, which he continued to recei ve with eight dollars e day
and fo*ty cents n mile for travelling in negotiating treaties with
Indians, amounting to $12,000 more for some ten years, when
his office expired in 1831.
To show the extrava^nt character of these ertra charge.)

made by Gov. Cass, it is sufficient to state the single lact,
proved by the records referred to, that Gen. Cass, while Gov¬
ernor of Michigan, actually received more in the shape of
"extra charges" than double the amount paid to all the other
Governors of all the other Territories of the Un ted States for
similar services from the foundation of the Government up to
the present time.
The late message of President Polk, having compelled Mr.

Ritchie and the committee to admit the amount of extras re¬

ceived by Gov. Cass, they now attempt to justify or excuse

him by fabricating one of the mo«t base and Wefaced sla.ider*
.gainst Gen. Taylor that was ever conceived or uttered. They
assort that in addition to his regular pay of. $93,421.84 (ten.
Taylor rircirrd $74,864 ejfr-a pay.
Now I distinctly assert that this charge of $74,864 of extra

pay against Gen. Taylor, in ad lition to bis regular pay, is a

sheer fabiication, without a xhadiw of foundation in truth, and
Uiterly disproved by the very document* they refer to to sup¬
port it. I not only asaert that this charge against Gen. Tay¬
lor is false in all its part/, hut I will undertake to pay out of
my own pocket every dollar that Mr. Ritchie and his coadju¬
tors can prove of this charge of $74,864 extra pay received by
Gen. Taylor, in addition to his regular pay, amounting to

$93,421.84, making, as they have alleged, an aggregate of
$168,285.84, provided they will agree to acknowledge the
falsehood if they fail to establish the charge. Must not the
deliberate fabrication of such falsehoods to destroy the reputa¬
tion of General Taylor, one of the purest, bravest, and beet
men of our country, destroy all confidence in statements ema¬

nating from this cource in future' That t(jere niny lie no

mis'ake I give the charge made against General Taylor in the
very words of (he pamphlet, ns follows :

"The reade' may well imagine the aggregate amoun' of
money drawn from the public Treasury by Gen. Taylor, if he
added to his allowances his tegular pay for more than forty
years of all its grades, from that of a lieutemnt to a major-
general. In th* aJdwda to Stewart's speech lus regular pay
is stited at $93,421.84. Stewart, to make hi« case n fair one,
no doubt reduced this iggregate to the lowest scale. But as¬

suming i' to he true, the addition of this amount, $93,421.84
regular pey, to the allowance* of $74,864 proved by the re¬
cord, will make the handrome sum of $168,285.84.one hun¬
dred and sixty-eight thousand two hundred and eighty-fivedollars and eighty-four cent* recem-d by Gen. Taylor."
Now it is this additional charge of $74,864 of extra pay

that I say is utterly false and unfounded, every dollar and
every cent, of which I have agreed to pay, nnd on the ternia
mentioned, every dollar they can establish "by toe record" to be
true. These gentlemen further assert that " Andrew Stewart
and bis coadjutors, finding that the report not only did not sua-

tain his statements, but export d its utter groundlessness, and
presented an aggrenate of extra allowance* against General

! Taylor exceeding those fabricated by Stewart against General
Cass, prevented Ihe publication of the dneunHnt," when ex-

actly the reverse of this is the fact. Finding the document
did sustain every cent charged against General Cass, and
showed not one cent of extra pay ever received by General
Taylor, "Andrew Stewart and his coadjutor*" did no* pre-
vent, but procured the publication of the document, a copy
of which, endorsed " ordered to be printed," is in the hands
of evety member of Congress in the United States. Yet Rit¬
chie & Co. say it was suppressed, and they no dwbt now
wta). it had been, aa il detect* and exposes their fahahood*.

For conclusive evidence of the fact that Generaj Taylor

never received one dollar of ixtra pay, I refer to House Docu¬
ment No. 6, 3d Mwion 37th Congress, and No. 18, let session

28th Congress, appended to freeidem Polk's message, giving
all the extra pay of all the officer# of the army, and proving
that General Taylor never received one dollar of extra pay.
And thii further ap|iears by the following certificate, furnish¬
ed by an officer of the House :

"Aunurrg, 1848..I certify that,r upon examination of
House Document* No. 6, 3d session 27th Congress, and No.
18, 1st session UH.h Congress, giving all the "extra allow¬
ances" paid to all the officers of the army and governors of
Territories, f,um the organization of the Department of War,
te the 28th February, 184<, the name of Zachary Tuylor is
not to be found in either of said reports."

I have said nothing of General Caw's private life or cha¬
racter ; I have spoken only of his official conduct in a high
and responsibli office under the Government. This is a fair
and legitimate subject for public examination. How are the
p<ople to judg« of the fitness and qualification* of a man lot;
one high office but by looking to the manner in which he hus
discharged the duties of oihers > I have stated nothing but
faets derived from official records, to which I have referred,
and defy refutation. An regards myself, I care nothing for
the Billingsgate abuse of n venal and profligate press; it passes
by me a3 idle irind ; but when they attempt by gross false¬
hoods to injure '.he fair fume of one of the purest and best men
of the ape, it shall not pass unnoticed;

Reserving for another letter the correction of some of the
other falsehoods contained in this pamphlet,

I remain youri, 6cc. A. STEWART.

ASTRONOMICAL.

COM*r niCATE» roil THE JUTIOWAl IJfTKLLIG EJICEtt.
I he Mii si.vi, PiAtfRT.Paris, September 15 The

only sittings of tho Academy of Sale in wnieh there was any¬thing worth record,nr, and even this was not of a praetSlcharacter, were those of the 29th ultimo and the 11th instant.
On the formerday M. Babmet made a communication respect¬
ing the planet Neptune, whicn h- g«n.r.lly calicd M
Leverrier s planet, the discovery of it huving, a. it was said
been made by him from theoretical deductions, which astonish¬
ed and delighted the scientific public. What M. Leverrier
had inferred from the action on other planets of some bodv
which ought to exist was verified, at least so it was thought
at the time, by actual vuion. Neptune was actually seen by
other astronomers, and the honor of the theorist obtained ad
ditional lustre. But it appears from the cominunicaliou ofM
Bal inei that tins is not the planet of M. Lever.ier. H. had
placed his planet at a distance from the sun equal to 36 times
the limit of the terrestial orbit; Neptune revolves at a dist.nce
equal to 30 times of these limits, which makes a diftarenct of

t^h 200.000,000 ol league. M. W,i. h.7Z^l
to his planet a body equal to 38 times that of the earth. Nen-
tune haa only one-third of this volume. M. Leverrier hi]
stated the revolution of his planet round the sun to take place
in 217 years. Neptune performs its revolution in 164 years

A ' then' "»not M. I^verrier's planet, and all hi.
theory as regards that planet falls to the ground. M. Lever¬
rier may find another planet, but it will not answer the calcu-

h iTk *!r t
made for Neptune. In the sitting of

the 14th M. Leverrier noticed the communication of M. Babi-
uet, and to a greit extent admitted bis own error. He com¬
plains, indeed, that much of what he taid wns taker, in too
absolute a sense, but he evinces mucU more candor than
might hive been expected of a di.wppointod eiplorer. M
Leverrier may console himself with the reflection that, if he
ha. not been so successful us he thought he had been, others
miget have oeen equally unsuccessful, and, as he has .till be¬
fore hi.n an immense field lor the excrciie ofoUervation and
calculation, we may hope that he will soon make some dis¬
covery which will remove the vexation of his present dis¬
appointment.

p

The following particulars, in addition to the above, will be
interesting to those who foel a just pride n, the progre.s of
American suence.to those who, recognising the dutv and
the desire of every great nation to make it* own contributions
to the general cause of. learning and the arts, and for the
" diffusion of knowledge among men," regard the reputation
of then scientific teachers and leader.-* as the property of tho
country, to l>e defended with the same teal againrt falre im¬
putations and attack as the integrity of the national soil or the
honor of the national flag.

I"' *ke °f the French Acadomy of the 21st August
the one pieceding the first referred to in the aboxe extract,'
M. Ba niNrr uses the following language, translated from
the " CompU. Rendu " The i Jentity of the planet Nep-
' tune with Ihe theoretical plunet which, by the lalwrs of
Messis. I,e Verrier and Adams, but esjiecially by those of

. the French astronomer, wa s made to account so admirably
« for the perturbations of Uranus, being no longer admitted by
4 any one on account of the enormous discrepancies shown to
« exist l>etween the actual star and the theoretical star in re-1
spect of the mass, the time of revolution, the distance from

« the aun, the eccentricity, and even the longitude, (except-
' ing for the epoch of the discovery by Mr. Oalle and of the
« observations of Mr. Chullis, or a few yea.s before and af-
' ter,") &c. In bis remarks upon the communication of M.
Babinet, from which the preceding extract is taken, M. Le
Verrier (at the same sitting) say*: "'By selecting at convr-
. nience the elements of Nepturw-txjtwee,, the limits to which
. the direct observations of the planet and of its satellite re-
' strain them at Ikit day, [the italics are M. Le Vcrrier's,]
. we are enabled to satisfy completely the observations of
' Uranus and of Nsptune.''
The elements selected by M. Le Verrier are undoubtedly

those upon which the computations of Professor Pierce were

based, and they include the mass of 1-20,000, determined by
Prof. Pierce from the observations of the Cambridge (Maja.)
Observatory, which alone can satisfy the modern and ancient
observations of Uranus, and make Neptune account lor its J
perturbations.

The results of Professor Pierce's computations were pub¬
lished in this country on the 24th of March, and appeared in
the 637th No. of the A*tfimoini»die NachrieMcn, on the 25th
of May, three months before this sitting of the Academy.
Thus the entire correctness of the first announcement of

Prof. Pierce that 'he plaret Neptune is not the planet of 1*
Verrier's theory is confirmed by the authority of the French
Arademy, and the admi.ssion of Le Verrier himself.
The part taken by American astronomers in these discus-

wens (I rneau that part which is beneficial to science and ho-
norable to the country) has been distinguished by its prece¬
dence, its sagacity, its boldness, and, above all, (without
which all is nothing,) by its truth. It has not been deficient
in generosity. In his communication of April 4th to the
American Academy, Prof. Pierce does ample justice to the
"most profound analytical researches of Lo Verrier and
Adams, the results of which arc perfectly correct for the as-

' sumption to which they are limited ; these bold and brilliant
. attempts richly entil'e their authors to all the eclat that ha*
« been lavished upon them." But he justly observes j ««The
. fair consideration of this question cannot 1* made without
recalling the true oflicr and position of g«-ome'ry in science,

. which alone er.title« it to the appellation of the key of
« the physical world. Mathematics is the science of exact
« measurement, accuracy i* its sole aim and object; and it is
« this which places it in harmony with a creation which is
.subject lo perfect law and undeviating order. An maccu-
' rate result cannot be * geometrical one j n result inaccurate |
« l-eyohd certain well-defined HmiU does not l*long to the
' exact science : an inconsistency which exceeds a certain
. amount may not U neglected by him who deals with no-
' thing but mor> ,,r / #*, without disturbing the very founda-
. tions of his faith C H D

NcoaTAUT Dkimo*.Grace ox Sionr-an.ts..In the
New * ork city Court 0f Common Pleas, on the 9th instant,
the following i mports decision was made :

Alanson Trask c.. Warwick Martin and Joseph 8. Lake.
Th;. was a suit on .. *ight-bill drawn by Manin 6t Co., New

iLZirt v
Uk° * C<" of The

Inorahnnf N,w ^""»'non Pleas, lit<fore Judfe
Ingraham. on the 0th instant. E. Terry, E«q., for the plam-
d'nwers. that ih

ProT, J ^ signatures of the

iSen . I b" "M ^ parmeot, and notice

fZl'uZl r Edwards Pwrrepont, Em,.,
.rourd th«,"is" r.°"n*p,» ,'ie'*uPon moved for a nonsuit on the

fn? h., 1^" Ua'] H'" acceptance,
Kill* &

t<rit ^ |>"d not been allowed j and ins<s'xd thatsight-
f^Mn7,f ,0 !!,e dV «>f Uraceast.me-bills,
...<k v

by c,tinR m,ny English and American
°n f'Ourt, after holding the case under advise-

men . sustained the position Uken by tho defendant's counsel
¦rid granted ;he nonsuit.

The barque lohn W. Carter cleared from New York on

Tuesday, roa»twi*r, for California, with an invoice some three
yards in length, and over seventy thousand dollars in amount.
Ifer cargo would supply a very extensive country store, com¬

prehending almost every article in every line of business known
to our merchants..Journal of Commtrct.

FROM OUR NEW.YORK CORRESPONDENT.
New York, October 16, 1848.

^The third week of the Fair opens to-day with !>right skies
and bright prospects as usual. An for the weather, it if fine
Indian summer, and the attendance is as yet undiminished.
Among the visitor* one day lost week, Gen. Scott, uccompa-
nied by two daughters, made the tour of the G.tuleu, and
expressed himeelt much gratified with the exhibition. I was

glad to see the General looking in better health. Mr. Wna-
sTtB la in town, and ia expected to visit the Fair this even¬
ing or to-morrow. Mr. Secretary Mason is also expected
here to-night, and some other persons in public station, who
will probably have a look to-morrow, 'l'he interest of the
Fair ia somewhat increased to-day by the addition of the fruit
from the Convention of Fruit-growers, which, together with
what had before been placed in the Fair, presents a spectacle
that might cause the eyes of Punvma herself tj sparkle with
delight.

1 mentioned in a former letter a monster cheese in the Fair.
It haa > incc been labelled, and purports to havo been made
by Muatm & Stone, of Austinburg, Ashtabula county, Ohio, ,weighing fifteen hundred pounds, and made from the milk of
seven hundred cows. There are several other monster cheeses,
also from Ohio. That young giant State seerns to be getting
a name for choese as well as pork. The largest chceses here
last year were from Ohio.

Several evenings in the course of the Fair there have l*ea
competition exhibitions of fireworks on the Buttciy, by Mr.
Edge and others. On Saturday evening they wow uncom¬
monly line. This afternoon the oxritcment abouJ the Castle
is on another of the ancient elements.not fur, but water.
The show is not igneous, but aquatic. The battlements of
Castle Garden, and also the whole line ot <he Battery, are
now while I am writing thronged by thousands of spectators
to witness a boat race. Four raw-l»t>aU have ju3t started to
row round Bedlow's Island and return. At the same time a

person is swimming round Castle Garden in a newly-invent¬
ed life-preserver. It consists of an entire liidia-rubber dress,
covering the whole person except the face, and so filled with
air that the person easily floats on the surface of the water,
keeping both dry and warm. The grotesque appearance of .

lhe man in the shapeless dress would have puzzled Professor
Aoassiz himself to decide what class of anioais he belonged
to; and, had it been in Revolutionary times, ho might perhaps
have startled a British fleet from its moorings as effectually as
it was done on that memorable morning when

" They saw a score of kegs or more
Come floating down the tide, sir."

New York, October 18, 1848.
The Whig Spihit iw New Yohk..As the day of elec¬

tion draws nigh, which is to dccide the politics atid the pros¬
perity of the country for the next four ycarf. and probably for
many years afterwards, the Whigs of this commercial metro¬

polis are becoming more roused, more earnest, and more unit¬
ed for action. They held a meeting last evening at Vauxhall
Garden to respond to and ratify the State nominations. Though
the evening was dark, and psrt of the time riiny, the meet¬
ing was Inrge and spirited. Ex-Mayor Brauy presided at
the meeting in the great saloon, and to accommodate the
masbe* ouUide two meetings were orgunized in the Garden.
There was spirited speaking at the three stand* during the
whole evening. Among the speakers were N. B. Bluxt,
Wm.W. Camphpll, (late member ol Congress,) Mr. Gree¬
ley, of the Tribune, Euastus Biiooks, of the Express, and
several others. Also, very opportunely, Mr. Moore, Iresh
from the well-fought battle-fields of Pennsylvania, himself
just elected to Congress, uddressed the meeting in an able and
interesting speech, proclaiming the ascendency of Whig prin¬
ciples in the Keystone State, and assuiing the meeting that
she would lead the Whig phalanx of States in gallant style in
the grand battle of the 7th of November. On that day he
predicted that General Taylor would achieve a victory as

decided and glorious as that of Buena Vista.
77tit evening the Whigs of the First W aid arc to have a

grand rally at Atlantic Garden. (This garden i* opposite the
Bowling Green, near the Battery, ard running from Broad¬
way to Greenwich,street.) A uumbtr of eminent speakers
are announced for the occasion. Fire-works arc prepared for

^the evening, and a salute of a hundred guns will be fired.
You will perceive, therefore, thai the Whigs ef New York
are waking up, and evincing a spirit, energy, and union that
will accomplish all that can be desired of them in the coming
contest. Let it lie proclaimed for the benefit of all fence-men
throughout the land that New York and Pennsylvania will
head the list for Taylob and Fielhori by an overwhelming
vote, and, if they would escape being crushed by the ava¬

lanche, they must hurry and stand from under.
Thiwos at the Faib..The chronometert of Bliss and

Creighton, which have been in use some years, and are for
sale in the principal cities, according to certificates of numer¬

ous shipmasters who have tested them in all kinds of voyages,
arc the most accurate and reliable articles of the kind yet pro¬
duced in any country ; another triumph of American skill aud
ingenuity.
The Safety Siram Pump and the PerttMion Water

Gautrc of Worthington and Baker ate important articles,
which should l»e brought to the notice of proprietors and con¬
ductors of steam veasels. The latter is an .ingenious contri¬
vance forshowing the height of the water in the boiler, so that
the engineer can always tell at any monent the height of the
water, and there need be no danger of the water getting below
the proper quantity. It isbeliovod Ibis simple important invention
may prevrnt a great many explosions of boilers anjl save ma¬

ny lives. It is already adopted on a number of rfhe principal
railroads in the country and many of the first-class of steam¬
ers ; among them the Bay State, Empire State, Hermann,
Washington, Crescent City, California, Southerner, Ac.

LOCAL ITEMS.
The AiKYAKnaiA De*ojmtbatiox..The turn out of re¬

joicing Whigs in Alexandria on Thursday evening was very
extensive, and tho torchlight procession is estimated to have
been more than a mile long. Some hundred Whigs from
Washington, headed by the President of our Rough and
Ready Club, were present on the occasion, and aleo a repre¬
sentation of some three hundred Whigs from Georgetown.
It was a most enthusiastic celebrstion, and eloquent speeches
were delivered by Jam** M. Cabltslf, E*q. Col*ak
Yellott, Esq , and JosxrH H. Bbadi.it, Esq. A num¬
ber of appropriate glees were sung by Alexaadria gentlemen ;
and tho delegations from this quarter, after partaking of re¬

freshments furnished by tho hospitable Alexandrians, return¬
ed home at a seasonable hour, and without any accident hap¬
pening to (hem. The Alexmdria Whigs seem determined
that even old Virginia shall cast ber vote for GeO. TayiOB.

The Stbod or Vib«i*ia..A meeting of the Synod of
Virginia was held in the Fourth Presbyterian Church on

Thursday evening, Rev. William McLain, the moder.-
tor, in the chair. The meeting having been called to order,
un appropriate prayer was olfored, when the S> no« proceei
od to the election of new officers. R- Henry Sm,*, of
Hanover, Virginia, was chosen Moderator, and Doctor
James G. Hamner, of Baltimore, and Rev. Parson Fletch¬
er, of Shopardstown, Virginia, Secretaries. The opening
sermon wrs delneml by the Re'- Wm. McLain, his text be-
in . Phillipians *2d cspter, 12th .ml 13lh versus. It was fn
interesting discourse, and commanded the close attention of
all present. The daily sessions of the Synod will be open to

the rublic, beginning it nine o'clock A. M. Tt is cxpected
that somo important matters will come up for discussion be¬

fore the Synod, and its meetings will undoubtedly be highly
interesting*

DxsTBrcTivb Fibe .Yesterday morning, between three
and four o'clock, a wooden stable, in the occupancy of a co¬

lored man named Alfred Kiger, was discovered to be on fire.
The stsble contained two valaab'e horses and Kiger s hack,
together with a quantity of hay and fodder, all of which were

destroyed. A frame dwelling, immediately in front of the
German Catholic Church on Fifth street, was also destroyed.
We understand that Mr. Langfelt, the owner of the dwelling,
was insured to the amount of %oOO. The dwelling of Mr.
Bernard Giveney, next door to Mr. Langfelt s house, was also
partially injured. We learn that through the praiseworthy
citizens of tho Bremen, several houses in the vicinity war#

saved from destruction.

HB RUBY, » Honvrnlr fbr ltMtl, with It beautiful
enrravinr* o" «n(l literary enntribntHma by edeem¬

ed writVa, I vol. richly bound. Price $«. Jurt^Pfl.rfiedand this day received by F. TAU/JH.


